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Dear Residents

This is the usual spring newsletter to keep you up to date with what is happening in the parish.  You will all have had the 2 special newsletters about the possibilities of faster broadband and thank you to those who have expressed an interest.  

The next “event” is YOUR meeting, the Annual Parish Meeting which this year will be held on Wednesday 5 May 2021 at 7pm via Zoom.  This is because the meeting has, by law, to take place between 1 March and 1 June, and currently we cannot accommodate a large group in the Village Hall.   You will remember from last year’s plans that the main focus was to be the Village Hall – it is the same this year;  a lot of work has been done by the working group and its focus groups on the best way to take the village hall into the future, looking at marketing, the building itself and funding possibilities.  

As you will see below, the Agenda mentions the Parish Council’s Annual Report, a summary is on the following page, as a measure of progress against our set priorities for 2020/21.
A G E N D A 

	1.Welcome by the Chairman, Mr. Jeff van Poortvliet

	2.Apologies for Absence

	3.Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 March 2019 – see council website

	4.Matters Arising

	5.To note the following Reports:

· Village Hall – separate Agenda item

	· Colby School

	· Playing Field – refer to Annual Report

	· Green Lanes/Footpaths & Litter Picks Report

	· Clerk’s Report

	7.Any Questions and/or Items for the Parish Council to discuss at future meetings

	8. YOUR Village Hall – Summary & Recommendations

	J. van Poortvliet
Chairman of the Parish Council
21 April 2021

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81076319871?pwd=dnlveGFHZXRLSCtHNkxqSDRZU25PZz09 

Meeting ID: 810 7631 9871 
Passcode: 364304 
        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom

The waiting room will be open from 6.45p.m. 




If you have any questions concerning this newsletter, please contact Mo Anderson-Dungar at clerk@colby-banningham-pc.gov.uk
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Annual Report for year 2020/2021

This is a summary annual report to all Residents from the Parish Council.  What an extraordinary year has passed since March 2020 when we agreed our plan for the year. There has been some real sadness but also fantastic efforts within and for our communities - perhaps now we can look now forward to better times.  Last year, the Parish Council achievements against the plan were:

1. To deliver the first phase of the operational (planting!) part of the Playing Field project and involve 
residents where possible.

· Rewilding plan

· 500 trees (sourced at no cost using grant from NNDC) planted by around 40 residents

· Wildflowers planted by volunteers

· New entrance pad with lockable posts and parking area

· New off-road parking being installed by volunteers

· New grass cutting contract (also covering Village Green, Hall, and Village Signs)

· Managing water drainage around the field

2. To develop a strategic approach for the future of the village hall and to support the actions 

agreed 
to deliver the agreed plan.

· 3 Working groups involving 15 residents 

· The development of a marketing plan

· identifying refurbishment and repair options

· finding sources of available funding

3. To host and support at least one event in the parish to help to improve community cohesion.

· COVID prevented any events!

· Proposal to set up Christmas lights competition next winter with awards evening

· Proposal for relaunch of the Village Hall after initial improvements 

· Proposal to relaunch the Playing field

4. To look at ways of improving how information and news is passed to residents to enhance 
understanding and engagement

· 3 newsletters delivered to every household

· Website and Facebook page kept up to date

· Involvement of more than 60 volunteer residents in various projects

5. To investigate how the village green (which is in what we are calling the hub of the parish) might 
be enhanced – e.g., by planting flowers and a hedge .

· Plan developed to make the green more attractive as the hub of the village

· 1200 daffodil bulbs, 1000 crocus bulbs and primroses planted by volunteers

· Low hedge planted by volunteers on east and south of the bowling green

· 3 oak trees planted on the northside of the green

6. We would continue to conduct routine parish business responsibly and efficiently to ensure that 
the parish maintains a good reputation.

· Meetings all continued using zoom – records all posted on website

· Involvement of residents and our local District and County Councillors

· Local planning applications considered and influenced

· Cost reductions achieved for grass cutting and waste disposal

· Finances kept in balance and audited openly
In addition to the above, the red telephone box near the Old Post Office on Church Road Colby has been refurbished as an Information Point, with the displays, map, and leaflets to be installed once printed.  Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped with this – we will have a formal launch event very soon.  


